[bookmark: _yfvrejushdbw]Template 3: The "Retirement Delay" (Pre-Occupancy)
Best for: Veterans buying while still on active duty but retiring within 12 months.
RE: Certification of Delayed Occupancy (Retirement)
Date: [Date]
I certify that I intend to occupy the property located at [Property Address] as my primary residence upon my retirement from the [Branch of Service].
My official retirement date is [Date], as shown on the attached [Retirement Orders / Approved Application]. I will establish residency no later than [Date], which is within the 12-month window permitted for retiring service members under VA guidelines. Until that time, my [Spouse/Dependent] will satisfy the occupancy requirement (if applicable).
I confirm that my post-retirement income is sufficient to meet the mortgage obligations, and this property will serve as my permanent home base.
Sincerely, [Your Name & Signature]




